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“This time, like all times, 5 a very Jood one 
if we but know what to do with it!” 


How time flies when you're having fun - and fun it has cer- 
tainly been over the last ten years of presenting shows at The 
Sound Stage. However, as wonderful and stimulating as it 
has been on a personal level to conceptualize and direct 
shows in my own venue, theatre shows are ultimately about 
people. Consequently, without people, there would be no ten- 
year celebration of Sound Stage events. 


To the unsung cleaners, dishwashers and general staff - nothing 
would happen without your efforts. The dedicated bookkeepers, sales 
and box office personnel, front of house staff and ushers who try to make every night 
a special one - thank you. To a committed technical crew who achieve visual sound | 
and lighting miracles nightly, we could not do it without your expertise. | 


A grateful thanks to our executive chef, Neil Ross and his assistant, Donny Creaven, 
his team of caterers and bar staff, headed by-Stewart Howison, who, every night, 
manage to serve food and drinks to over two hundred aia - it must be good - you 
should see the empty plates and glasses! . 


Thanks also to a small but loyal group who have been with the Sound Stage since 
October 1989 - Jannie Lomberg, Olga Raletjena, Simon James, Denis Hutchinson and 
my wife, Jeanette; and of course, my right and left hand, Associate Producer, Debbie 
Batzofin, without whose daily contribution and perseverance, there would have been 
no Sound Stage i in the world of entertainment. 


Finally, to our wonderful artists, loyal cor- 
porate clients, members of the public and 
media who, through their support, have 
made it possible to achieve and maintain 
theatrical and production standards plus 
growth in a declining theatre industry, 
my sincere and gracious heartfelt 

thanks. 


As we move into the Millennium, may 
you enjoy good health, prosperity and 
happiness in the years ahead. 
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| Barco projects the quality images seen by millions of 
people... 
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Debbie Batzofin 


Assistant Director, Debra Batzofin, celebrates her 25th year in show business having 

started out as Wardrobe Mistress on Ipi Tombi in 1973. After two and a half years on 
the show, in which time she ended up as company manager, she went on to join 
Brickhill/Burke and worked at His Majesty's for six years before moving on to Sun City. 
After a two year stint working on films and television, Debbie joined Richard Loring 
Enterprises in 1983 and is now Managing Director of That's Entertainment (Pty) Ltd. 
which heads up the Sound Stage as well as the "Outside Special Events" division of 
the company. She feels very fortunate that her job has taken her all over the world 
and given her wonderful opportunities, with her most recent tour being to Malaysia for 

a Royal Command Performance with the second Girl Talk cast. 


Sandy Dyer 
Sandy's theatrical connections go back a long way as she is the daughter of the late 
renowned opera singer, Joyce Barker. Far from living in her mother's shadow, she 
carved a niche for herself as one of the country's most prolific choreographers. Sandy 
has choreographed some of the biggest musicals and corporate shows staged in 
South Africa and this is her 8th production at the Sound Stage. Her first show for 
Richard was "State Theatre goes Country" in 1982 along with numerous seasons of 
"Joseph & The Amazing Technicolor Dreamcoat" where she both choreographed the 
show and played Potiphar's Wife. Sandy, her husband, Mark, and their two children, 
Trent-Dean and Whitney recently moved to England but an offer she couldn't refuse 
from Richard brought her back to our shores for "Girl Talk 2000". 


Denis Hutchinson 


, Denis has lit "We'll Meet Again", " A Touch of Webber - A Taste of Rice", "Ticket to Ride", 

. "Forever Plaid", "Music Hall", "Scribble" and the original "Girl Talk" at the Sound Stage as 
well as designing both sets and lighting for "Tell Me on a Sunday" and "Tribute to Janis 
Joplin". Other recent credits include "Cinderella", "La Sylphide", "Rosalinda", "La Fille 
Mal Gardee" and "Die Drie Susters Twee" in Pretoria, "Woza Africa" in New York, "The 
Vusa Dance Company’ in Australia, "Touch of Webber - A Taste of Rice" in the Persian 
Gulf and “Girl Talk” in Malaysia. 


Carlo Spetto 


Carlo Seen: one of South Africa's foremost choreographers, has staged and directed 
productions all over the world. Credits include extravaganzas at Sun City such as 
"Bedazzled"; "Bravo" and "Escapades"; revues in Taiwan, Japan and Lake Tahoe and 
musicals such as "Hello Dolly", "Grease" and "Sweet Charity" and most recently 
"Starburst" in Korea. Carlo teamed up with long time friends, Richard and Debbie to 
co-devise and musically conceptualise "Girl Talk" and we are thrilled that he was able 
to take time out of his hectic schedule to join us for "Girl Talk 2000". 


Mike Pilot 


Born in England to a Mauritian father and an Irish mother, Michel Gerard Vivian Pilot 
arrived in South Africa at the age of eleven. His twenty one years of involvement at 
the forefront of South African music started as a guitarist/vocalist with Stingray, one 
of South Africa's top international rock bands. His versatility as an arranger is high- 
lighted on the albums he has arranged for many of South Africa's recording stars and 
he has earned gold disc status on four albums he recorded in 1996. Mike, apart from 
arranging for the Johannesburg Symphony Orchestra, arranged the music and all vocal 
harmonies for the original "Girl Talk" and we are thrilled to have him back with us for 
"Girl Talk 2000". 
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| Four young crooners ... Mark Richardson, Bruce Blanchard, Louie B Cowan 
| and Robert Finlayson 


| Simply sensational | 
- musical journey — 


THEATRE: PETER FELDMAN | And we certainly all need that right 
SHOW: Forever Plaid (The Sound | now. 

Stage, Midrand, sponsored bythe — | story is simple. Four young 
Perm) crooners, who never quite made the | 


PERFORMERS: Mark Richardson, | grade on carth, arrive in heaven aflera | 
Robert Finlayson, Louie B Cowan, | car accident, But, through a touch of 
Bruce Blanchard. | magic, they are allowed to return to givg 


DIRECTOR: Dale Sandish | one final performance on carth, 
| “It will be the biggest comeback sit 
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Tuesday November 24 1992 


SHOW: “Ticket To Ride” a 

PRODUCER: Richard Loring See 

CAST: Pau! Ditchfield, Alan 
McManus, Colin Reader 
Geoff Wild and Paul Yazbek 
(drums) 

MUSICAL DIRECTOR: Mike Four: well, not in person, 
Pilot but in spirit. Four y 

STAGING: Seady Dyer lads (three all the w 


| ; ; Liverpool), 
MUSICAL ARRANGEMENTS: inimitable Paul Ditchfield as 


“Ticket to Ride” - 11 October 1992 
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Storm unleashes a musical downpour | 


N et MUSIC: PETER FELDMAN —— 
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Big Brother's girl powe 3 


laurels, attempts to entice a new Cilla Black and Dusty Springfield. [J 
f) Review audience into his thriving theatre It's a hard job to single out any of 
with each new production. So he's _ the girls. Bass guitarist Kerry Hiles 


/f ‘ 


of hh Kee given audiences everything from does a great version of You Don't 


World War 2 weepie We'll Meet Again Own Me, Amor Vittone blows male 
to. A Touch of Webber, A Tasteof Rice, hormones to hell with her high- 
> SHOW: Girl Talk and that offBroadway superhit energy J Wanna Dance With 
> CAST: Connie Bentlage, Lies! Coppin, Forever Plaid. Somebody (this is a gal who'll never 
Kerry Hiles, Sonnet la Grange, Luda Mthiyane, This time the groupies (the term need to take extra doses of vitamin 
Celeste Ribeiro, Erica Strydom, Amér Vittone stage-Johnonies kind of dates you)are 3B), Lucia Mthiyane is in fine voice 
DIRECTOR: Richard Loring hanging around in droves and it's with Anyone Who Had a Heart while 
ERE: The Soundstage in Midrand little wonder. Loring’s taken eight Liesl Coppin, with her strong stage 
unknown performers who pay presence, does a great Madonna 
isters are doing it for tribute to some of the world’s best medley. But it is Celeste Ribeiro’s 
themselves in a rousing known female performers and girl commanding voice in numbers like 
celebration of girl power groups — and the result isdynamite. Wind Beneath My Wings, You're My 
‘Stage: y in Girl Talk, although Big These are the juiciest “kocksusters” World and When J Need You which 
sound zs Brother himself deserves this side of the equator and the truly captivates. 
han just passing credit. show's likely to become the hottest If there is any fault with the 
about time that plaudits ticket in town. show it is with the linking banter 
iven where they are due, and Girl Tak isacelebrationof youth between the numbers which at 
lard Loring deserves apatonthe and a celebration of talent. The times sounds rehearsed and stilted. 
for his contribution to the cast show unbridled exuberance in But this should improve with the 
ijteng theatrical scene. everything they do and this carries show’s.run. 
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CEI ee ee Full Company 
My Heart Will Go On And On (Celine Dion) 
How Do / Live Without You (Lee-Ann Rimes) 
Baby One More Time (Britney Spears) ~ Together Again (Janet Jackson) 
Believe (Cher) . 
oe a a i ie ee re ae oe Full Company 
My Boyfriend's Back (The Angels) ~ Please Mr Postman (The Marvalettes) 
Locomotion (Little Eva) 


Diowratowres WOa GI) cw os ee wie ie ee cette n ere eeanweneones Anize 
Andrews Sisters Medley .............00see cere eeeeees Vanessa, Michelle & Monique 
In The Mood ~ Hold Tight ~ Tico-Tico ~ Sing-Sing : 

Tare Peme TOU IE aw cee ct reece eget ewer eee ewe Monique 
/ say a little Prayer (Dionne Warwick) Re gt RE ee ee ee eee Vanessa & The Band 
Gloria Estefan Medley ..........--- ee cece c cence eee eee teen eens Full Company 

Rhythm is Gonna Get You ~ Conga ~ Get on your Feet ~ Macarena 
River Deep, Mountain ail NS SS ar nee Be ree ied ete pero ee i -.Band 
SESE a eee eee ee ee, Full Company 


Click Seni (Miriam Makeba) ~ Sanibonani (PJ Powers) 
Afrikan Dream (Vicky Sampson) ~ Special Star (Claire Johnston) 
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“\ Ane du Plessis 


Just when you thought it was safe to go back to the theatre we cast our net and 
-\ caught the talented Anize from Cape Town and forced her to return to the Sound 
Stage. Originally from Cape Town, our first true (and thorough) Virgo of the cast, 
Anize graduated from Pretoria Technikon with a National Diploma in Drama. She then 
burst onto the music scene dabbling in extravaganzas at Venda Sun and later at The 
Carousel. She joined the band, "Cinema" and travelled extensively to Malaysia, 
Singapore and Bahrain and still found time to record a CD. Anize was in the 2nd "Girl 
Talk" company that toured to perform for the King of Malaysia. Special thanks to 
Dr Gary Allan and Esme Webb, her singing teacher, for making it possible for Anize to 
be back with us at the Sound Stage 


q 


Vanessa Pike 


Our number one Leo in the cast, Vanessa, affectionately known as "Corporal", has / 
become part of the family at the Sound Stage. Well-known for her love of Sushi and 
Savannas, this U.C.T. Graduate, has worked extensively in film, television and stage. _ 

Film work includes "Never Say Die" and "The Mangler" for which she won the 1994 All © 
Africa M-Net Film Award for Best Actress. Television work includes "Justice for All", — 
"Kelebone", "Vierde Kabinet", "Carpe Diem" and "Tarzan". Theatre includes "Fiddler on 
the Roof", "Situation Comedy", "Sleeping Beauty" and "Alladin" ~ believe it or not, she | 
still makes time for her hectic social life! Vanessa was a member of the last cast of © 
"Girl Talk" which performed in Malaysia for a Royal Command Performance for the King. 


Michelle Poulton 


Michelle (Cancerian - what else!) hails from the Eastern Cape where she performed in 
various theatrical productions including "Annie Get Your Gun", "Alice in Theatreland" 
and “The Sound of Music". She then moved to Cape Town to further her career and 
played the lead in both "Chicago" and "South Pacific". After seeing the original "Girl 
Talk" in Cape Town, Michelle decided that this was the kind of show she wanted to 
do. After hounding Richard Loring for months with faxes, phone calls and e-mails, an 
opportunity arose for her to audition. Michelle is very excited to be making her pro- 

fessional debut in "Girl Talk 2000". 


Monique Steyn 


Monique, another Virgo and spring-chicken of the cast, (and the third cast member that 
we know about with a tattoo!) hails from Pretoria. She is currently studying Light 
Music and Jazz at the Pretoria Technikon, but has taken a short break to get through 
the nerve-wracking rehearsal phase of the show! This "hot chick" (explaining her taste 

in food) loves adventure and adrenalin rushes and is just as excited to be making her — 
professional debut in "Girl Talk 2000". 


Abbey Artico 


MUSICAL DIRECTOR, SAX, KEYBOARDS 

Abbey, our second Leo of the cast, trained at UCT and has featured in numerous 
shows, including "Sixty Something"; "All Shook Up"; "Feelin' Groovy Too"; “The 
Rocky Horror Show” and "Roll over Beethoven". Abbey has also performed with 
PJ. Powers, "Cinema" and has just completed a national tour with "Little Sister". 
She was the Musical Director aboard "The Symphony" and has featured with 
many jazz bands over the last eight years. Abbey's joy for life is expressed in 
her music and hobbies - none of which she is prepared to divulge! 


Sonnet la Grange 


DRUMMER 
A dancer at birth, a singer at heart and drummer by fluke. Sonnet studied ballet 


and jazz in Argentina, Italy and South Africa, where she matriculated at Pro Arte. 
After studying further in Canada, Sonnet returned to South Africa and performed 

in shows such as "Rock Legends", "Swing Time", and "Too Hot to Handle" which 
toured to Portugal. Sonnet has also performed in various children's educational _ 
programmes. Sonnet was an original member of the first "Girl Talk" which opened a 


Judy Brown 


KEYBOARDS, SAX 


~\ After completing a jazz arrangement and composition degree at UCT, Judy joined 
»), Mike McCullagh's popular "60 Something" show. A series of shows followed 


* Rolling Stones & Queen". During a two-year stint in London, she had a residency 
, gig in Soho with a funky jazz band called "No I.D." with whom she also recorded 
a CD. Apart from the fact that our only Taurean broke her foot during the first 


week of rehearsals, a "girls just wanna have fun" attitude made "Girl Talk 2000" the 
ideal show to party into the Millennium with! 


Lipalesa Lebabo 


BASS 
All the way from the mountain kingdom of Lesotho, our third Leo in the cast, 


Lipalesa moved to Johannesburg in 1992. She began her musical career in 1990 
and has played with the likes of Mike Makhalemele, Mey Morubata and Tu Nokwe, 
to name afew. "Dips", as she is affectionately known, is very proud to have been | 
part of the second company of "Girl Talk" which went to Malaysia. Now, moving >; 
into the new Millenium, Dips is thrilled to be "home again" at The Sound Stage 


here she is loved by all! oF 


Michelle Coetzee 
GUITAR 


Whilst most little girls were playing with dolls, our Piscean, Michelle, grew up 
with a toy guitar but it was not until she was fifteen that she had the opportunity 
to own an electric guitar. Inspired by Sinead O’Connor, self-taught Michelle soon 
started playing with various bands and found herself at Sun City in a Radio 5 
competition. She completed a year of studying classical guitar with Jimmy Gillmer 
and is presently studying piano through Trinity College in London. In between her 


studies, she is thrilled to be making her debut amongst such a talented group of 
performers. 
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wine makers a 


pressing challenge. 
Take a uniquely South 
African wine and 
make it uniquely 


Zonnebloem. 


It took them 


four years to respond. 


By releasing Zonnebloem Pinotage by as 
much as four years after each vintage, our wine 
makers have taken a unique varietal and made 
it even more extraordinary. 

Not only are the individual vineyard blocks 
vinified and matured separately, but fifty 
percent of the carefully selected Pinotage 
grapes are matured in small French oak, 
the rest in large oak. Resulting in a smoother, 
more satisfying bottle of wine. 

There remains however, only one way to 
fully appreciate this unique blend of fruit 
and oak and we’re sure you'll agree with our 


wine makers, it’s well worth the wait. 
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"Rock ‘n Roll Palace ~ 


Relive the Rock ‘n Roll era and party to the sounds of Elvis Presley, 
Chuck Berry, Jerry-Lee Lewis and many more timeless performers in 
this new and exciting retro-fifties setting - the Rock ‘n Roll Palace! 
- Whether you're looking for a venue for corporate functions, product 
launches, theme evenings, weddings, birthdays or just the perfect place 
for a weekend party, this versatile venue can be adapted to suit your 
needs. With a variety of menu options; decor can be adjusted to your 
theme; and a vibe that cannot be beaten, the Rock ‘n Roll Palace is the 
place to be. To make a date for your celebration, contact: 
Alfredo Ruocchio (General Manager) | 
011-315-5084 


CLAPPERBOARD RESTAURANT 
‘& THEATRE BAR 
RICHARD LORING’S 


Cl b d Open for Late Night Partying ~ Intimate Function Venue 
apper oar Available for Private Functions 


Birthdays, Weddings & Cocktail Parties — 
Theatre Bar & 


EXCLUSIVE PRE-SHOW DINING ~ 40 - 70 GUESTS 
Restaurant 


Selection of Menus designed by our 
Australian Executive Chef - Neil Ross 


FOR FURTHER INFORMATION: Assisted by 
PHONE: 011-315-3535 Sous Chef - Donny Creaven 


zs Food & Beverage Manager - Stewart Howison 
TELEFAX: 011-315-1865 Assistant Food & Beverage Manager - Jan Lomberg 


“Girl T alk 2000” Creative Team 


Producer/Director - Richard Loring 
Assistant Director - Debbie Batzofin 
Choreographer - Sandy Dyer © Vocal Coach/Musical Arrangements - Mike Pilot 
Lighting By Denis Hutchinson © Sound Design by Simon James 
Co-Devising & Musical Compilation - Carlo Spetto 
Set: Original design - James Macnamara © Set Constructed by "Spirocraft" 
| Costumes - Carlo Spetto & Maud Kenny 
“| say a Little Prayer” choreographed by Debbie Rakusin 
Assistant to Lighting Designer - Glenn Duncan — 


For Richard Loring Enterprises / The Sound Stage 


Production Director - Debbie Batzofin 
Technical Director - Simon James © Assistant to Richard Loring - Bryan Hill 
PR and Sales - Jeanette Loring 
Stage Manager/Lighting - Glenn Duncan 
Sound Engineers - Shane Edwards ~ Mark Howard 
Food & Beverage Manager - Stewart Howison 
Bookkeepers - Christelle Hebrard ~ Craig Smith 
Telebook Operators - Janine Metcalf ~ Jeanette Du Toit 
Group Bookings - Suzy Viana 
New York Representative - Mark Sendroff 


Sound Stage - Multifunctional Venue 


© Conferences, Product Launches, Banquets, Weddings © 
© Entertainment, Creative Concept, Packaged and Presented © 
© Professional Sound, Lighting & Technical Services # Banquets to Theme Catering © 
© Buffet or Silver Service with Full Bar Secure Parking in Beautiful Gardens © 


Block Bookings / Telebook: 
TEL: 011-315-5084 ~ FAX: 011-315-1865 


Website: www.soundstage.co.za ~ e-mail: soundstg@smartnet.co.za 


Special Thanks 


Television, Radio, @} Michael Brooke @ To our loyal Sound Stage @ 
Press and members Tempest Car Hire Patrons who continually 
of the Media Marshall Music support us 


South Africa’s No 1 
STUTTAFORD 
v ANI LINES 


* 


Appointed Transporter Countrywide 


for Richard Loring Enterprises 
The Safest Move You Can Make 
EST. 1857 


Videos supplied by 


COMPACT DISC 
WHEREHOUSE 


Ill cocecanneennnnnenatatenaninandaanaeammnemnntemnentietaaionementamtenieieteneeeeeeeeeee 
THE DESTINATION OF MUSIC LOVERS SINCE 1964 


/ _ 
AND EVERYTHING IN BETWEEN 
STILL IN ROSEBANK AND NOW IN SANDTON CITY 
FOR SPECIAL ORDERS PHONE SANDTON CITY ON (011) 784-3927 OR ROSEBANK ON (011) 788-1087 / 788-9613 


Spinning - always 
better at the 
\VVodaworlid Health 
& Racquet Club! 


Spinning is a revolution in cardiovascular 
exercise. Dubbed “the ultimate mind-body 
experience”, spinning offers you a whole 
body workout while an instructor constantly 
motivates you. Classes offer a complete 
40 minute workout with an average of 80 
calories burnt every session! To enhance 
your spinning experience anew booking 
procedure has been introduced for your 
convenience! The system enables you to 
pre-book and pre-pay your ticket so that 


you can spin at the time that suits you best! 


take your body where it has never been befor 


